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Welcome to another edition of the Cougars Roar.  
 
Apologies for basically missing the March edition 
but time got away from me…..so I’ll see if I can do 
this newsletter some justice for March. 
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MINIS & JUNIORS 
It has been a great start to the junior competition and 
in particular to Club with high junior registration 
numbers.  We are almost back on top of our junior 
population again with the only team we can’t support 
this season being an U17’s. 
 
Junior Report from Terese Meyer 
 
Under 5’s – Cougars – 25 vs.  
A great start to our season. Congratulations to all 
players who enjoyed their 1st match, it was very 
entertaining and tries were scored.  
Under 7’s – Cougars – 40 vs. South Darwin - 30 
The Under 7’s got their season off on a positive note 
with a 40-30 victory over South Darwin. Souths were 
a bit short on players so the Cougars lent them 3 
players in each half. Whilst many of our team are still 
finding their feet, there were certainly some 
outstanding performances on Friday Night.  
Under 9’s – Cougars 10 - vs. University - 5 
The Cougar Under 9’s started the season a little 
rusty, with most of the players coming up from under 
8’s. Tackling and rucking is a big step up from touch, 
but the older kids helped to show the younger ones 
the way forward. With strong defence around the 
field by a number of Cougars players, matched 
by great runs and support play in attack. The 
Cougars Under 9 went on to win a hard fought game 
10 - 5 over Uni. 
Under 11’s - Cougars - 58 vs. Swampdogs - 0 
Given it was the 1st game and we had a number of 
players making their debut for the Mighty Cougars 
the boys could have been forgiven if they came out 
rusty. The performance however was far from 
rusty. Free flowing expansive rugby was the order of 
the day. The forward pack was outstanding, 
dominating the ruck and maul with near perfect 
technique, ensuring clean fast ball for the backs.  
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GAME 1: 
A GRADE 

CASUARINA 15 v UNIVERSITY 13 
The first competition game of the 2009 season saw the 
Cougars pitted against last years Grand Finalists, 
University Pirates under new Captain Damien Heath.  It 
was not the greatest spectacle in terms of tries scored, but 
it was what we classed as a gutsy effort and the reason 
why rugby is played for 80 minutes. 
Cougars held in the first half, at least 80% of the 
possession but were unable to convert possession into 
points.  Given the amount of ball we had it was a great 
effort by the Pirates to hold us out for only a 3 nil lead but 
disappointing from the Cougars not to put 10-15 points on 
in that period.   Cougars led at half time through the boot 
of Joseva (Joe) Tuisuva  
The Pirates were a different side in the second half with a 
great individual try to their fullback quarter way through the 
second half to elude 5 of the softest tackles by the 
Cougars to score under the posts and take the lead 7-3 
Shortly after we had a golden opportunity with phase ball 
less than 5 meters out from the Pirates line with a fresh 
Tim Burr Burr running on at pace to score midfield to take 
Cougars into the lead.  The conversion was successful 
taking the score to 10-7. 
We gave away some silly undisciplined penalties which 
saw the Pirates convert to take them to a 10-10 draw with 
about 15 to go.  Around the 70 minute mark we had a 
penalty against us for obstruction within kicking range for 
the Pirates and they converted to take them to a 13-10 
lead with 10 to go. 
But credit to the team they guts it out with more phase 
play and just on fulltime saw Cameron Anning slide over in 
the far corner for a 5 pointer to take the Cougars into the 
lead.  Joe was unsuccessful with the conversion and 
fulltime was blown by the referee to give the Cougars their 
first win in 2009, 15 – 13 over the Pirates! 
Our scrum was dominant from the outset with 5 tight 
heads throughout the game a pure pleasure to watch.  
Lineouts were not so pretty, but by no means a disaster. 
Best on Ground: George Kupu, Damien Heath & Brett 
Clifford 
Overall the Coach was please with the win. 
 
B Grade went down 32-3 against Pirates with Daniel 
Blasch having a great game alongside Stephen Buba and 
Christian Pradayol (Frenchie) 

GAME 2: 
A GRADE 

CASUARINA 24 v PALMERSTON 7 
The second competition game of the 2009 season saw 
the Cougars have a crack against our old foe the 
Palmerston Crocs.   The guys were fully aware that what 
happened last week was ancient history and the focus 
was clearly on this game.  
As was expected it was a tough encounter, but again we 
seemed to be holding a large possession of the ball for 
most of the first half again with an early try to Brett Clifford 
to give the Cougars a 5 nil lead.  Three quarters through 
the first half an opposition wing ¾ took an advantage of a 
gap down the blind side and ran in a 7 pointer to take the 
Crocs to the major break with a 7-5 lead. 
Unfortunately we were reduced to 14 men, 2 minutes 
from halftime, with Scott Kennon red carded for implying 
that the referee was having difficulties with his sight and 
that he should keep his eyes on the play. 
This was a rally to the men in Blue & White, while playing 
1 man short in the scrums ran in 3 unanswered second 
half tries to beat the Crocs 24-7.  Just like the crocs 
earlier, a beautifully well timed pass from Aaron Rudduck 
to Captain, Damien Heath saw him dash 40 meters down 
the blindside to score what should have been a 7 point 
try, but a miss from in front from Joe Tuisuva put the 
Cougars out to a 10-7 lead. 
Midway through the second half saw the flying Fijian, 
Menasa (Tupo) Tuisuva score a brilliant 50 metre try to 
put the Cougars further in front at 15-7.  His brother Joe 
converted and pushed the scoreline out to 17-7.  
Even being a man down in the scrums we were able to 
hold our own although not as dominant.  Andrew 
Billsborrow came off late in the second half with a 
suspected torn calf muscle and was replaced with Josh 
Cameron 
Again with less than 2 minutes on the clock saw Joe 
Tuisuva dash over for a try out wide.  He converted his 
own try to take the final score out to 24-7. 
Best on Ground: Damien Heath, Brett Clifford, Tupo 
Tuisuva & Joe Tuisuva. 
 
B Grade had their first win with a 29-17 win over the 
Palmerston Crocs running in 5 tries and converting 2.  
Best on ground for Cougars, Jacob Lewis, Brad Donovan, 
Robert Leal and Scott Duncan. 
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Senior Membership fees are slowly being paid which is 
great but unfortunately too many think that Rugby is a 
charitable organisation and that they don’t need to 
contribute to the greater cause.   
 
Clubs are not unreasonable in this request and you will 
find all Clubs are much and much in their fee structure.  To 
break it down slightly so people have an understanding of 
why we need to have fees paid, it cost the Club 
approximately $5,000.00 per annum just to insure both the 
senior grades.  This has to be paid before the season 
even starts.  We also pay approximately $2,000.00 in 
affiliation fees to the NTRU just so we can play Rugby, 
and then we also have to pay approximately $2,000.00 to 
use the field all year round…so…If….A BIG IF, we had 50 
players registered and fully paid this would be a cost of 
$180.00 each towards just these 3 things alone, then for 
some reason,  
�  Players expect to have ice available each training 

session and game day  
�  Players expect to have training aids each training 

session like pads, balls, tackle bags a scrum machine 
�  Player expect to train under lights, which is separately 

costed to the Club 
�  Players expect to have a fully stocked medical kit 

available  
�  Players expect to have freshly washed jumpers every 

game day  
�  Players expect to have a maintained Clubhouse to 

came in and utilise.  This is also a cost of insurance 
and rent  

�  Players expect to have Austar on in the clubhouse TV 
�  ….and the list goes on…. 
 
We are not asking a lot compared to other sports….Please 
pay your fees ASAP.  $20 a week is fine but start making 
some payments.  We also take EFTPOS . 
 

IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID ANYTHING BY YOUR 3rd GAME, 
THEN ENJOY THE REST AS YOU WILL NOT BE PLAYING 

 
Juniors are setting the pace within the club with about 
90% of all fees paid….Well done to the juniors! 
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Name:  Russell Peet 
Nic Name: Russ 
Position: Slow Side Flanker     Years at Club: 10+ 
Age:  30ish            Star Sign:  Taurus 
1: What brings you back to the Cougars in 2009? 
The Club is going in the right direction, I want to win the 
premiership and my pension hasn’t kicked in yet! 
2: Have you ever scored a hat trick of tries? 
Never, tries are for backs 
3: What are your goals with Rugby this season? 
Win the A Grade Premiership 
4: Where do you work & how long have you worked there? 
Shorelands, been there about 12 months (no mates rates) 
5: What part of training do you dislike the most? 
Matty Thompson’s watch!!! 
6: Which S14 Team do you support? 
Waratahs 
7: Who is your favourite player? 
Mr Phil Waugh 
8: What position did you play in Junior Rugby? 
Centres and Wing.  Only started to play Rugby when I was 17 
9: Ever played Representative Rugby, if so who? 
Army sides 
10: If you were PM for a day, what would you change? 
Bring back the use of feet in the ruck to stop people from 
laying over the ball 
11: If you could pick any 5 Rugby players to play for the 
Cougars, who would you pick? 
The Swedish women’s side three quarter line 
12: If Rugby wasn’t your sport, what would be? 
Golf 
13: Who has been your greatest influence in Rugby? 
My dad, he played Rugby League 
14: Do you have a ritual you go through before a game? 
Check my health insurance details 
15: You are behind by 20 points with 5 minutes to go, you are 
awarded a penalty 18 out, do you take the penalty, kick for 
touch, take a tap, or set a scrum 
Scrum, 896 banana inside out kick to the flying #8 for a try 

 
 
 
 
 
Name:  Ian Kennon 
Nic Name: Junior 
Position: Flanker (anywhere)   Years at Club: 24 
Age:  28                       Star Sign:  Scorpio 
1: What brings you back to the Cougars in 2009? 
The love of the game, plus it’s great to see a lot of old faces 
back this year, it’s going to be a fun season. 
2: What is your favourite food & who cooks it? 
Greek spaghetti Casserole, cooked by my mother! 
3: What is your most prized possession? 
My gun collection consisting of about 10 rifles 
4: What is your favourite drink? 
Bundy Rum, there is no other drink 
5: Have you ever been RED Carded, if so what for? 
No, actually, never! 
6: If you were a professional Rugby player, who would you 
be playing for? 
The Reds of course….hopefully give them some go forward 
7: What has been your biggest achievement in Rugby? 
Getting back on the paddock each week despite the age, 
weariness and buggered knees.  I guess the couple of 
seasons where I somehow was highest point/try scorer for 
the team rates a mention too! 
8: Who did you play your Junior Rugby with? 
The Mighty Cougars since about the age of 4 or 5 
9: With 8 being the perfect number for a scrum, who would 
you invite into the pack? 
All 6 of the Pussycat Dolls, Jessica Abla and me at #8.  If for 
some reason they were unavailable I guess I would pick: 
John Eales (Lock), Rod McCall (Lock), Mark Loane (#8), 
George Smith (OSF), Me (BSF), Tom Lawton (Hooker), Topo 
Rodrigues (Prop) & Stan Pilecki (Prop) 
10: If they made a movie of your life, who would you want 
to play the part of you? 
That guy that plays the latest James Bond….Just figure that 
way most of the girls would watch the movie…and it would 
be great to watch him get smashed up in a game of Rugby 
 
Continued……. 
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Continued…… 
11: What do you do for relaxation when you’re not at work 
or playing Rugby? 
Fishing or shooting! 
12: What’s the best thing about being a member of Cougars? 
The great mateship.  There are some blokes in the team who 
I have played rugby with since juniors and it’s great to still be 
out on the paddock with these bloke after all these years. 
13: Who do you rate as the best player you’ve played with? 
My dad, Bruce “BRUTAL” Kennon 
14: Do you wear a mouthguard, if not, why not? 
Certainly do….has saved me some expensive dental work a 
few times 
15: You are Captain of the team, the referee has just 
penalised you for back chatting when you questioned his 
decision….what do you do? 
Plant some drugs in his vehicle and pull him up after the 
game….ha. No, not really (are you sure Junior???)   
Probably wait for a break in play and try and talk to him 
about his decision, remind him that I am the Captain and I 
have the right to speak with him and he should allow me to 
claify things without him penalising me. 
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