Welcome to another edition of the Cougars Roar.

First up | must give my apologies to Peter
Boscato and his business Boscato Panel Works
for leaving his logo out of the Club sponsors on

the bottom of the last newsletter. Peteris agrea t
supporter of our Junior Rugby and without his
$8K sponsorship the juniors wouldn’t be in brand
new jumpers this season.....My apologies Peter!
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Junior Report from Terese Meyer

Under 5's — Cougars - 30 vs. Souths - 20

Under 5's are on a roll, with another victory!!
Congratulations to Clancy Smith-Lester on scoring 3 tries,
Cooper Boath, Charlie Moore and James Oteng scoring a
try each. Thanks also to Charlie for helping out the other
team, what great sportsmanship!

Under 7’s — Cougars - 35 vs. Uni - 5

Under 7’s were terrific in recording their third straight win
of the season with a 35-5 victory over University on Friday
Night. Our defence was tremendous with Dirk Lawrie
shutting down one side of the field and Lara Penney and
Jathursan Kumar combined to close down the other while
any chance the Pirates had of making ground up the
middle was met with stiff opposition form Thomas Boath,
Odin Fox, Caleb Gallagher and Adam Hollingworth. Dirk
scored three tries to take his season tally to eleven.
Thomas scored two tries while Lara and Joey Kariman
scored one each and from what | have seen so far, Joey is
probably the fastest player in the competition. Again our
opponents were short on players so we lent them
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Jameson Radcliffe and our newest player Nikita Zikos,
which worked out well as they were able to get a whole
game under their belts and we only had to rotate eight
players on our team giving everyone a really good hit out.
Under 9's — Cougars - 42 vs. Palmerston - 12

Copy book cleaning out at the breakdown and running
rugby were the order of the day for the Under 9's in their
42-12 win over a determined Palmerston. Rowan Boscato
(captain) organised his forwards superbly and was
instrumental in keeping the pack going forward. Dylan
Anderson and Braedyn Slann were solid in defence and
at the ruck with Braedyn scoring 2 tries for his efforts. In
the backs Harry (2 tries) and Trey Crowley (3 tries)
dominated in attack and defence and were well supported
by Ben Thompson, Madison Hollingworth, Lodoviko
Cokanauto and Sam Murray. A special note to Simon
Anderson who scored a sensational try from the kick-off.
With Big Mick Woodcock out for the season the Cougars
will need to keep up the good work at training and
continue to focus on ball retention. Well done Cougars.
Under 11's — Cougars - 43 vs. Palmerston - 7

The under 11's came up against a confident Palmerston
team this week who had won both their previous games
this season. From the outset however it was clear that our
boys were in for a big a game and they played wonderful
rugby. The forward pack was again a dominant presence
on the field. Eli McLeod (1 try), Brayden Daly and Riley
Wood continued their great start to the season with
another great performance in the front row. The front row
was further strengthened by the performance of debutant
prop Wayden McHugh who was strong and looked right at
home. The back row of Hayden Moseley (1 try), Joshua
Gabbey and debutant Bradley Farrow were quite literally
everywhere, both in defence and in attack, they overran
Palmy at the breakdown winning countless turnover ball
and tackled relentlessly. The backline was again in
scintillating form. With great decision making by scrum
half Patrick Byrne (1 try), Liam Barton and Joel Rousell (3
tries) in the fly half/ inside centre combination carved a
sway through the defence. With excellent support play
coming from new arrival Daryl Thomas (DJ), Brady Miller
(1 try) and Luke Kenna we were a constant threat to the
score keepers. Ryan Pope and Ryan Penney were in fine
form on the wings, always in support and always looking
for the ball, they kept their width well and their timing was
excellent. Jaiden Rogers had another stellar game at
Fullback. In the end the score line accurately reflected the
performance. This Under 11's team is quickly coming
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together and are very well balanced, this week the boys
take on Swampies.

Under 13's — Casuarina 25 - vs. Swampdogs - 12

The boys in the under 13’s took on Swampies and it is fair
to say that we got off to a slow start. The Swampdogs
dominated possession for the 1% 10 minutes of the game,
pushing us off the ball at the ruck and driving us back at
the scrums. Despite the lads tackling their hearts out the
weight of possession eventually told and the Cougars
found themselves 12 points behind. The poor start to the
game did however have the effect of stirring the lads into
action.

The forward pack woke up and began to muscle up. Jack
O’Connor at prop was tireless all game and provided us
with real presence at the ruck and maul. Jacob Boscato
and Liam Slann tried hard, and will continue to
improve. Keena Hicks and Zac Robinson toiled hard in the
second row and are showing signs of increased
confidence. When injected into the game Harrison Oakhill
(a welcome return to the club) and Wayne Cokanauto (a
welcome return from a 2 week holiday) were exceptional,
powerful tackling and running from the back row and
excellent technique at the ruck meant we started to see
some possession. Hayden Knowles and Jarod Penney
were again impressive, fighting well above their weight in
the loose forwards, whilst Matthew Smith impressed with
his ability to be in support and quick to the contest.
Brandon Folino-Driver was again a “man mountain” at
number 8, with the ball in hand he is outstanding, at one
stage he looked like he was going to carry the entire
Swampys pack 20 yards for a try.

Ben Long was impressive throughout the night, urging on
the forwards and providing quality ball to the backs, a
number of darting runs helped keep us on the front foot.
Randall Faggion and Jare Krnjic (1 try) were nearly
faultless in the centres, early in the game we would have
been down by a lot more if it was not for their solid and
committed defence. Once we did see the ball their ability
to hit the gap and stay in support was key to us scoring a
number of tries. Sean Stanley and Jordan De Barros (1
try) were again impressive on the wings and with a bit
more luck they could have racked up the tries. Jake
Turner-Long was in rare form at full back, he stood up as
captain on the night, his talk and organisation particularly
in defence was impressive. He also timed his entry into
the back line perfectly resulting in him scoring 2 tries. Liam
Moseley (1 try) was outstanding; he tackled the house
down, easily topping the count and dominated his opposite
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number throughout. He was wonderful in attack, taking
the ball to the line and sliding countless passes perfectly
onto the chest of a team mate, putting them through gaps
all night. This week the lads have a bye due to the
14’s/16's NT Championships (Training however is still
on!ii,

Under 15’s — Casuarina 17 - vs. Swampdogs - 41

The game started at a fast pace, the way that
Swampdogs always play. They get in front and you have
to play catch up the rest of the game. In the first half
Swampies ran in 5 tries to 0. This is one of the problems;
we are slow to get into the game! By the 15 minute mark
we started to play rugby. The second half we started well,
with great attacking both with the ball and without the ball.
The Swampdogs started to run out of power and we came
back at them to win the second half 3 tries to 2. With this
being the first game for 3 of our players, Nick, Drew,
Dakota, we did very well, welcome to the club. The
defence and attack all over the ground was outstanding
most of the game. Our first win is just around the corner!!
We just need a bit more time running around the field
together as a team, so please turn up to training on
Tuesday and Thursdays so we can get our first win on the
board and show them what we've really got!

NT JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

The NT Championships are being held the weekend
of the 2" and 3™ May. Cougars have entered an
Under 14’s and Under 16’s team to compete. Not
only to teams get to play off to be the NT Champs,
but they also have the opportunity to be selected for
an Under 14 and 16 Team to represent the NT at the
Queensland Championships and the Australian
School Championships, later this year. Good luck to
all those who represent the mighty Cougars!

Blue and Family Night

Juniors will be holding a "Blue and White Family
Night" on the 5th June 2009 - Round 10. The aim of the
night is to promote the game of Rugby Union and promote
the Casuarina Cougars club by inviting wider family units
and friends, Senior Cougars players and Cougars
Sponsors to attend and support the Cougars Juniors. We
encourage all supporters to wear blue and white in
support of the mighty Cougars!!
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Game 3 A GRADE
Casuarina 26 v South Darwin 10

Game three of the season saw the Cougars take on
old foes South Darwin. As usual this was a hard
physical battle but with one major difference, the
Bunnies were playing with emotion for Robbie Davis
who has been diagnosed with testicular cancer.

We had an early chance through the boot of Joseva
Tuisuva 1 minute into the game with a penalty about
30 metes out and off centre but it was unsuccessful.
The first half saw us hold a good percentage of the
possession but with untimely handling errors, bad
passing and poor lineout throwing saw us limp over
for a 5 pointer out wide from George Kupu in about
the 28 minute. Four minutes later the bunnies hit
back with a try to take the lead going into the break
7-5 over the Cougars.

The Cougars again dominated up front with strong
scrummaging making the Bunnies pay for not
manning up in the scrums with a tight head and
several scrum wheels to give us the feed in the first
half.

The second half saw the Cougars again show
dominance in the scrums with a further 3 tight heads
in the second half and several scrum wheels on their
feed. Shortly after the break some ill discipline from
the Cougars earns the bunnies another 3 points to
take them out to 10 -5 over the Cougars. Mid way
through the second half saw the Cougars fitness kick
in and run in three unanswered tries with Gareth
“Roy” Atkinson sliding over for a 7 pointer then 10
minutes later Joseva Tuisuva dashed over for two
60+ meter tries in the space of 5 minutes to put the
game beyond doubt.

Had we controlled and held the ball, made more
phase plays then the score could have been greater
but full credit to the guys it was an extremely hot &
sticky night!
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Best on Ground: Brett Clifford, Damien Heath & Jo
Tuisuva

A Grade Team:

(1) J. Cameron, (2) G. Atkinson, (3) O. Griggs, (4) A.
Rudduck, (5) T. BurrBurr, (6) R. Peet, (7) J. Phillips,
(8) D. Heath ©, (9) B. Clifford, (10) S. Crowley, (11)
M. Tuisuva, (12) G. Kupu, (13) J. Tuisuva, (14) G.
Seden, (15) A. Kinnell. RES: Z. Phillips, D. Williams,
B. Walsh, C. Thompson

B Grade struggled in the earlier game with a couple
of key players out through work commitments and a
couple through injury by going down to the bunnies 3
triesto 1 (15 - 5) in a hard game. Again a good solid
contest but with a disappointing outcome. It was
also great to see the oldest member of the playing
fraternity, Dan Panapa pulling tight the laces once
again!

Best on Ground: Brad Donovan & Tari Mutoti

Next B Grade Game is Saturday 2 ™ May at
4.30pm v Dragons followed by A Grade v
Dragons at 6.00pm on Austar 1
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SENIORS
We are still not getting enough membership
fees in. Please start paying your fees or we
will start to name and shame!

REMEMBER WE TAKE
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3
Name: Joseva Tuisuva
Nic Name: Jo
Position: Outside Centre Years at Club: 1
Age: 20 Star Sign: Leo
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