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A GRADE – 20 JUNE 2009 
CASUARINA   41 v UNIVERSITY   7 

This  was billed as a must win by both sides.  For the 
Cougars this would put us 2 games and 2, hopefully 3 
bonus points clear, from University’s point of view it was 
to stay within reach of us.   
We were missing a couple of our key players in Russell 
Peet, Gareth Atkinson and playmaker flyhalf Daniel 
Lewis.  Aaron Rudduck came back in the side from a 
knee injury which really should have one more week and 
Tim Burr Burr was suffering from hamstring soreness all 
week.  Joe Tuisuva was also on the bench with sore 
Achilles. 
Two minutes into the game saw tight head prop Dave 
McClelland halt play for 20 minutes with a dislocated 
knee.  He was eventually stretchered from the field and 
an ambulance called.  Coach, Pete was able to adjust the 
forward pack with minimal disruption which saw Joe 
Tuisuva recalled to the backline with George Kupu taking 
a spot on the side of the pack.  Even with the distraction 
of a 20 minute wait to restart the forwards took total 
control of the game with some well executed scrum 
wheels and even 3-4 tight heads during the game. 
Up until halftime the Cougars were looking off the pace, 
with knock-ons, marginal forward passes and poorly 
executed moves but for all the disruption the team put it 
together in the second half and with the forwards they 
started to open the gaps and spin the ball wide creating 
overlaps. The Cougars put in some great defence with 
strong tackles from Josh Phillips, George Kupu and a 
couple of bone rattlers from Joe Tuisuva. 
Josh Phillips originally playing blindside now playing 
hooker crossed over for a great try followed by George 
Kupu, again splitting the defence open with a beautiful 
inside ball from Shane Crowley that saw George under 
the posts.  At fulltime the Cougars were 41 to 7 ahead for 
a well deserved and hard fought battle. 
A Grade Team:  
(1) D. McClelland, (2) C. Thompson, (3) O. Griggs, (4) A. 
Rudduck, (5) T. Burr Burr, (6) J. Phillips, (7) C. Anning (8) 
D. Heath ©, (9) B. Clifford, (10) G. Seden, (11) M. 

Tuisuva, (12) G. Kupu, (13) T. Doughty, (14) V. Bale, 
(15) S. Crowley.  
Replacements:  Z. Phillips, J. Tuisuva, J. Cameron, A. 
Kinnell  
Tries:  C. Thompson, A. Rudduck, J. Phillips, G. Kupu, 
S. Crowley, A. Kinnell & J. Tuisuva.   
Conversions:  J. Tuisuva (2) Shane Crowley  
 

B GRADE – 20 JUNE 2009 
CASUARINA   10   v UNIVERSITY   47 

Cougars  were well and truly pumped in this game.  We 
had good numbers and some good players but we just 
couldn’t meet or match the might of the Pirates on this 
occasion. 
Tries:  J. Lewis & Z. Phillips  
Conversions:  0  

******************************************************* 
A GRADE – 26 JUNE 2009 

CASUARINA   46 v  PALMERSTON   22 
The  game as it always seems was scrappy and ugly at 
times, again we were slow to act and think at times 
seeing what should have been held passes go to 
ground, bad options with the ball in hand and off loads 
not being delivered when we had opportunities. 
Palmerston  are renowned for being nigglers on the field 
and for whatever reason we seem to always “bite” back 
and it always haunts us.  Again we saw the cards come 
out from the referee for this game but thankfully only the 
yellow cards with Scott Kennon given a Yellow for a 
dangerous throw and Cameron Anning for continuous 
back chatting late in the game.   
Unfortunately  we lost Owen Griggs to a hamstring 
strain which saw Mark Mangohig again take the field 
after playing a full game in B Grade.  A quick reshuffle of 
the pack saw Mark go to loose head and Josh Cameron 
take the tight head role.   
Cougars went to the half time break with a 5 point lead 
with Cougars 22 over Palmerston 17 with tries to George 
Kupu who picked up a loose ball to wiggle his way 
through the Palmerston defence for a try next to the 
posts, tries to Brett Clifford, Joe Tuisuva and Shane 
Crowley.  Palmerston were for the better team of the first 
half playing a better brand of rugby, getting to 
breakdowns before us, contesting our lineouts and when 
the opportunity arose they swung the ball wide to make 
good ground.   
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After  the break we were fortunate enough to break the 
flow of play from Palmerston with two quick tries to Brett 
Clifford and from the kick off two minutes later through the 
fast pace of Joe Tuisuva.  This was the catalyst to 
breaking Palmerston’s spirit. 
The second half again proved to be our strong point with 
solid games from Tim BurrBurr and Billy Spicer!  Billy had 
a strong run leading up to a pass to Tim in the second 
half 20 metres out that led to a great try from the big fella!   
Again  Joe Tuisuva was outstanding with some hard 
tackling and strong runs to cross over for 2 tries and also 
managed to slot over 3 conversions from 6 attempts, with 
Shane Crowley not having his best night with the boot 
and handing over the kicking duties after the first two 
misses from in front. 
In the end we came home with the win with 8 tries and 3 
conversions. 
A Grade Team:  
(1) J. Cameron, (2) J. Phillips, (3) O. Griggs, (4) A. 
Rudduck, (5) T. Burr Burr, (6) G. Kupu, (7) C. Anning (8) 
S. Kennon, (9) B. Clifford ©, (10) D. Lewis, (11) D. 
Williams, (12) J. Tuisuva, (13) T. Doughty, (14) V. Bale, 
(15) S. Crowley.  
Replacements:  M. Mangohig, B. Spicer, M. Hambridge  
Tries:  B. Clifford (2), J. Tuisuva (2), G. Kupu, Shane 
Crowley, T. Burr Burr, T. Doughty.  Conversions:  J. 
Tuisuva (3) 

 
B GRADE – 26 JUNE 2009 

CASUARINA   47   v    PALMERSTON   0 
B Grade  one week later bounced back with vengeance to 
play the Crocs running in 9 tries to nil. With Scott Duncan 
running in three sensational tries.  Mark Mangohig had an 
outstanding game as did Scott Duncan and Billy Spicer. 
Tries:  M. Mangohig, B. Walsh, B. Spicer, C. Pradayrol, 
M. Hambridge &  S. Duncan 
Conversions:  D. Blasch (1)  

****************************************************** 
 

A GRADE – 03 JULY 2009 
CASUARINA   17 v SOUTH DARWIN   17 

This  game was a real disappointment to the cougars and 
there supporters by the standards we had set for 
ourselves in this tournament, but full credit has to go to 
the South Darwin Rabbitohs’ who came out to play …. 
and… play they did.  They took it us at every opportunity, 

they dominated at the breakdowns, they dominated in 
field positions and they looked good in the scrums.   
South’s  lead from an early try at about the 18th minute 
mark by spinning the ball out wide and beating our 
defensive backline to score virtually under the posts for a 
7 pointer.  12 minutes later they were in again to secure 
a 14 point lead over us with about 10 minutes til the 
halftime break. 
We managed to find the try line through Billy Spicer in 
the 34th minute but were unable to convert taking us to 
the break 14 – 5 down.  It was not what coach Pete had 
envisaged at halftime, as a team we were not 
responding to backline calls, not sticking to game plans 
and most of all not playing the team game we have 
become accustomed to playing in the previous weeks.   
The second half saw South’s again playing with nothing 
to lose attitude, again we were slow to breakdowns, 
sloppy in defence and even worse in attack with a 
mountain of dropped ball, backline moves not going to 
plan and the bounce of the ball not going our way.  8 
minutes after the break we crossed again through Vili 
Bale and a conversion from Shane Crowley to bring us 
to within 2 points of the Rabbitohs’.   
The kick off saw us look and wait to see what the ball 
would do, instead of taking it on the full no-one wanted 
to commit to the ball, this was repeated twice more 
throughout the night.  Our option taking was not what 
should be expected from a First XV team and it was 
going to be a struggle to win this game on our playing 
attitude. 
In the 58th minute we managed to spin the ball out wide 
and beat all comers through a well constructed try to 
Manasa Tuisuva to take us to a 17 – 14 scoreline but 
again we were unable to convert.  By this stage South 
Darwin were down to 14 players and still playing with 
more heart and passion than we were. 
A few minutes later saw us give away a penalty within 
kicking range to Souths and they took full advantage of it 
by slotting the ball between the posts to draw level. 
The only bright lights on the night were that our scrums 
improved in the second held, we were better in the 
lineout’s stealing about 6 lineouts on their throw and that 
our defence picked up in the second half to hold Souths 
try less in the second half. 
 
 



 

CLUB SPONSORS 

                                                
 

CLUBHOUSE SPONSORS 

              
 

Styx Electrical
 

   

3 ��������	��� �����

���
�����
������
���

�
���
��
�������
����������
�

Before the game is 
friendship 
During the game is 
elegant violence 
After the game is  
Rugby Brotherhood 

A Grade Team:  
(1) M. Mangohig, (2) C. Thompson, (3) J. Cameron, (4) A. 
Rudduck, (5) T. Burr Burr, (6) B. Spicer, (7) S. Kennon (8) 
D. Heath ©, (9) B. Clifford, (10) D. Lewis, (11) M. Tuisuva, 
(12) G. Kupu, (13) J. Tuisuva, (14) V. Bale, (15) S. 
Crowley.  
Replacements:  A. Kinnell 
Tries:  B. Spicer, M. Tuisuva & V. Bale.   
Conversions:  S. Crowley 

 
B GRADE – 03 JULY 2009 

CASUARINA   0   v    SOUTH DARWIN   41 
What a difference a week makes, again we were on the 
end of a rugby lesson with SD playing all over us at every 
opportunity.  Again were strong in numbers but SD 
seemed to want it more than us and looked very well 
drilled for the most part of the game……Training Boys! 
Tries:  0 
Conversions:  0  

****************************************************** 
 

A GRADE – 17 JULY 2009 
DARWIN DRAGONS   21 v CASUARINA 5 

Was this the loss we had to have…..simple answer is 
NO!   There should have been no reason to lose this 
game whatsoever, Dragons have undoubtedly improved 
over the last few weeks with big wins over Palmerston 
and Uni and a gain in confidence after beating us 21-5 on 
Friday night, but not to the point where we should have 
lost….NO! 
A lot of our play was selfish and individualised; we hardly 
played as a team.  An early penalty attempt from Shane 
Crowley was just off centre and it hit the posts but Shane 
was able to hit back a few minutes later to score a 5 
pointer out wide but unfortunately failed with the boot.   
Dragons  hit back with a penalty and a try late in the first 
half due to a lapse in concentration which saw the 
Dragons scoot over for the softest of 5 pointers to take us 
to the break at 8-5. 
Dragons  played a simple game and that was for Bernard 
Nikki to kick the ball all night.  Our outside three were up 
to the task of taking the high ball and didn’t drop a ball all 
game, however the decisions made after taking the high 
ball left a lot to be desired.  We threw bullet passes to 
people in close we threw cut out passes to people in a 

worse position, passes were made along the ground or 
missing their intended targets altogether. 
Lineouts  were strong stealing some ball and the scrums 
were steady but not as sharp as we have been in 
previous weeks, breakdowns were a worry with players 
too slow to counter ruck or secure precious ball.  We 
made more line breaks and looked a better side at times 
but we tried to forced the pass too many time and threw 
away the ball at vital stages. 
Dragons  were given 2 more easy penalties in the 
second half to push the score all that farther away but 
we were still in striking distance until a great run by their 
winger saw him run 70 meters down the touch line to 
score out wide.  The kick was successful to take the 
Dragons out to a 18-5 lead. 
A late penalty rubbed salt into the wound with Gareth 
Atkinson sent from the field for 10 minutes due to a 
professional foul and the final score saw the Dragons 
winners, 21 to 5. 
A Grade Team:  
(1)  C. Thompson, (2) G. Atkinson, (3)  O. Griggs, (4)  A. 
Rudduck, (5)  T. Burr Burr, (6)  R.Peet, (7)  S. Kennon 
(8)  D. Heath ©, (9)  B. Clifford, (10)  D. Lewis, (11)  M. 
Tuisuva, (12)  G. Kupu, (13)  J. Tuisuva, (14)  M. 
Hambridge, (15)  S. Crowley.  
Replacements:  B. Spicer 
Tries:  S. Crowley   
Conversions:  0 

 
B GRADE – 03 JULY 2009 

CASUARINA   26   v    DARWIN DRAGONS   45 
A double blow for the Club with B Grade going down by 
a resurged Dragons outfit.  Cougars led 19-10 at the 
break, but with only 14 players from the outset and no 
reserves, it was always going to be a hard ask to hold on 
and win the game.  The Dragons ran in a further 5 tries 
to 1 in the second half.  Billy Spicer again had a solid 
game along with Tyson Doughty and Brendan Walsh. 
Tries:  T. Doughty (2), B. Spicer, S. England  
Conversions:  T. Doughty (3)  

****************************************************** 
A GRADE – 24 JULY 2009 

CASUARINA   29 v UNIVERSITY   5 
This  was a must win for both sides leading into the final 
round.  Cougars didn’t want to give away another game 
by giving Uni a psychological edge leading into the finals 
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and Uni needed to win to prove that they could overcome 
us and with a solid week of training and good numbers at 
training there was a air of confidence in the teams. 
Within 5 minutes of the kick off and some slick backline 
passing we saw our latest recruit to the wing Matthew 
Hambridge weave his way to the tryline under the posts 
for a great try.  Shane Crowley did the honours and 
slotted the extras over.  A minor lapse in concentration 10 
minutes later saw the Pirates cross over for a 5 pointer 
but Frank Jennings was not able to convert. 
The Cougars hard work at training with scrums and 
lineouts were starting to pay off with our dominance at the 
scrum a feature of the game as well as a step up in our 
work at the breakdown was also a reward for the hard 
yards done during the week.  With flanker Scott Kennon 
out with yet another injury we saw Josh Phillips step up 
and fill the role as Blindside Flanker.  For his efforts at the 
breakdown Josh and George Kupu were awarded with 5 
pointers and Shane Crowley converting one to take the 
Cougars to the half time break leading the Pirates 19-5 
The second half saw the Pirates come back with some 
punishing defence and a more determined backline to 
see some hard running with the ball.  Equally the Cougars 
defence was rock solid and we applied good pressure to 
their forwards and backs to stifle any movement.  Again 
our scrums were a feature of the second half and with the 
replacement of Tim “the train” Burr Burr for Billy Spicer 
we lost nothing in the scrums or lineouts. 
Even with injuries to George Kupu (cork), Tim BurrBurr 
(back) and Joe Tuisuva (knee) we were able to replace 
with some class players who had a great win in the lower 
grade. 
Tries  were awarded to both Manasa Tuisuva and 
replacement back Shaun Kober to seal the fate of the 
Pirates with a 29-5 win to the Cougars. 
A Grade Team:  
(1) J. Cameron, (2) C. Thompson, (3) O. Griggs, (4) A. 
Rudduck, (5) T. Burr Burr, (6) R. Peet,   (7) J. Phillips (8) 
D. Heath ©, (9) B. Clifford, (10) D. Lewis, (11) M. Tuisuva, 
(12) G. Kupu,        (13) J. Tuisuva, (14) M. Hambridge, 
(15) S. Crowley.  
Replacements:  V. Bale, B, Spicer & S. Kober  
Tries:  M. Hambridge, J. Phillips, G. Kupu, M. Tuisuva & 
S. Kober.   
Conversions:  S. Crowley (2) 

 

B GRADE – 03 JULY 2009 
CASUARINA   24   v    UNIVERSITY   7 

Pirates  are the pace setters for the B Grade 
competition, sitting well clear on the competition ladder, 
but with great numbers at training on Thursday and a 
few players coming out of the woodwork on the Friday 
night saw the Cougars take the honours in a hard fought 
game.  The Cougars B Grade backline read like a First 
XV line up with new signing Alex Davidson at ½, Jacob 
Lewis, Shaun Kober, Tyson Doughty, Dave Williams and 
Zac Phillips all making up an impressive backline.  The 
forwards were no slouches either with the welcoming 
back of Stephen Bunn + A Grade hooker Roy Atkinson, 
Billy Spicer, Brendan Walsh, Ian Kennon and Cougar 
Leal just to name a few. 
Tries:  A. Davidson, J. Lewis, T. Doughty and Shaun 
Kober 
Conversions:  T. Doughty (2)  

****************************************************** 
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Name:    TIM BURR BURR  
Nic Name:   Burr Burr (the train)  
Position Played:  Lock  or #8     
Years at Club:  12 Years   
Age:        
Star Sign:  
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Name:    DANIEL LEWIS   
Nic Name:   Digga 
Position Played:  Flyhalf/Centre   
Years at Club:  21 Years   
Age: 29       
Star Sign:  Aquarius 
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TO 

MARK & RENEE MANGOHIG 
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ISAIAH JAMES MANGOHIG 
 

Born: 17 th July 2009 
Another Cougar In The Making! 
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CLUB SPONSORS 

                                                
 

CLUBHOUSE SPONSORS 

              
 

Styx Electrical
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Before the game is 
friendship 
During the game is 
elegant violence 
After the game is  
Rugby Brotherhood 
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ON A SAD NOTE 
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